
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       14th December 2022 

 
Dear Parent/Carer,   
 

As we come to the end of the year, we would like to take the opportunity to thank you for all 
your support and engagement in helping your child be successful here at Cockburn School.  

 
Half Term highlights 
This half term has been a real success. We have been able to engage with so many 

parents/carers at our Progress Reviews for Years 10 & 11.  
 

Our students have engaged in a large number of trips and visits from external speakers and 
employers, for example: 

• King Charles III admired the amazing art work and poetry of students from Cockburn 

School as part of The World Reimagined project on his recent visit to Leeds. One student 
gave King Charles a signed copy of the poetry anthology featuring the poems written by 

the students. 
• Years 7 to 10 students watched a Rugby League World Cup match 
• Year 7 & 8 students had a virtual author visit 

• Key Stage 3 students have worked with mentors from Leeds legal firm Pinsent Masons 
• Year 11 students visited the Leeds Creative and Culture Careers event at Leeds Arena 

• Year 9 Hospitality students visited the BBC Good Food show at the Birmingham NEC 
• Year 10 students have become the 3rd cohort to join our PTECH group in partnership with 

IBM, and they worked with IBM mentors. 
 
We have continued to increase our extracurricular offer in all subjects, for example: 

• Debate Club / Gardening Club / Lego & Craft Club / Printmaking Club / Coding Club 
• Record numbers are engaging with sport and fitness after school, with very successful 

sports teams in all years in football and rugby, for both boys and girls 
• Our school production ‘Rock of Ages’ had a cast and crew of over 100 students who 

performed 5 shows in 3 days to over 1000 audience members! 

 
Over the past two weeks, our Year 11 students have been sitting their pre-public exams. We are 

very proud of the students and the resilience shown during this time, thank you to their 
parents/carers, for supporting your child to revise and ensuring they attend, even if they were 
not feeling too well. They have been able to demonstrate their learning and understand the 

routines and expectations in preparation for their real exams. 
 

End of term arrangements: 
On Friday 16th December 2022, we will close to students at 12:30pm. It will be a non-uniform 
day for The Kyle Asquith Foundation. Students/staff are asked to donate £1 on the day. 

Students must dress in appropriate clothing for school (no crop tops/jeans with large rips and 
tears/no fake nails or eyelashes) and safe for class (no high heeled shoes or excessive 

jewellery). Any slogans or images must be suitable for the academy. 
 
Start of Spring Term Dates and Arrival Times: 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023: Closed to all students – Professional Development Day 3.  
 

Wednesday 4th January 2023:   
Normal school resumes for ALL students arriving before 8:25am as normal. 



 

 

Key Dates for the Spring Term: 
Wednesday 11th January 2023 Year 9 Progress Review 3.30pm – 7:30pm 

Tuesday 7th February 2023 Year 11 Progress Review 3.30pm – 7:30pm 
Wednesday 1st March 2023 Year 8 Progress Review 3.30pm – 7:30pm 

Thursday 16th March 2023 Year 7 Progress Review 3.30pm – 7:30pm 

Uniform, PE kit and equipment: 

In the summer, we introduced a new PE kit, following consultation with the student council, 
including a professional technical polo shirt and all-weather jumper. Please be aware that this 
new PE kit is only compulsory for our new Year 7 students, your child can still wear their existing 

PE kit without issue. If any items of PE kit need to be replaced moving forward parents/carers 

will only be able to purchase the new style kit. 

We politely remind parents/carers that the uniform policy is non-negotiable and school uniform 
should not reflect changing fashion trends i.e. skinny trousers, kicker boots, piercings or 

acrylic/painted nails. On the first day of term for your child, it is essential that students attend in 
full school uniform, with all equipment including their PE kit if they have PE on this day. A list of 

the uniform, PE kit and equipment requirements can be found on our website 

https://www.cockburnschool.org/parents-carers/uniformkit 

Mobile Phones:  
Mobile phones and other similar devices such as smartwatches/tablets are brought in at the 

owners’ risk and are to be switched off, locked in the student’s locker and not to be seen at all in 
the academy. If any student is using a mobile phone or similar device in the academy or it is 

heard or seen it will be confiscated and only returned when collected by the parent/carer. 

Attendance and Punctuality:  
A reminder that excellent attendance and punctuality are vital for your child to achieve and 

make progress at the academy. Regular school attendance also plays a significant contribution 
to maintaining both physical and mental wellbeing. We ask parents/carers to ensure that 

students attend the school on time (8:25am) and are only absent when it is absolutely 
necessary. Holidays are not allowed to be taken during school time as this could result in the 

issue of legal proceedings in line with government policy. We will continue to regularly update 
you on your child’s attendance and alert you when we become concerned and will visit your 

home if your child has failed to attend the academy. 

 
Thank you for your continued support. Wishing you all the best for a healthy and restful 

Christmas holiday and a Happy New Year. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 
Mr D Gurney   Mr R Dixon 
Executive Headteacher  Head of School  
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